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Printed  by  Maslands’,  4.2A,  Fore  Street. 


TO  THE 

TIVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Mr.  CHAIRMAN  and  GENTLEMEN, 


I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  District, 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1908. 

The  rivers  of  the  District  are  the  Exe,  the  Culm,  and  the  Lowman,  which 
with  their  tributary  streams,  carry  off  the  waters  from  the  hills  and  rolling  uplands 
of  the  more  elevated  portions  of  the  District. 

Although  no  point  in  the  whole  District  attains  a  greater  elevation  than 
900  ft.,  still  there  are  a  number  of  hills  of  considerable  height,  and  taking  the 
uplands  as  a  whole,  the  average  height  above  the  sea  level  would  be  about  600  ft. 


The  nature  of  the  Land  is  well  adapted  to  Stock-raising  and  also  for  Dairy' 
farming,  and  to  these  industries  most  of  the  Land  of  the  District  is  devoted. 


The  Soils  of  the  District  vary  from  heavy  clay  to  light  loam. 


The  Subsoils  are  also  varied,  clay,  rocky,  marl  or  gravel,  being  found  in 
different  locations. 

None  of  the  rivers  are  polluted  by  effluents  from  any  factories.  I  here  are 
not  any  factories,  within  the  District,  on  either  the  Exe  or  the  Lowman.  On  the 
Culm  there  are : — At  Cullompton,  a  tannery,  a  paper  mill  and  a  woollen  mill ;  at 
Hele,  a  paper  mill ;  and  at  Uffculme,  a  woollen  mill. 

The  General  Health  of  the  District  has  been  excellent,  the  Death-rate 
having  fallen  to  the  very  low  figure  of  11.38  per  1,000,  which  is  below  the  rate 
recorded  for  any  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  viz.,  since  1893,  the  earliest  year  of  which 
I  hold  a  full  record. 


The  average  Death-rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  of  the  District  during  the  last 
10  years  is,  including  residents  who  have  died  in  institutions  outside  the  District,  14.79. 

As  to  Infant  Mortality,  the  year  of  1908  has  been  Yery  fairly  good,  the 

deaths  of  infants  numbering  only  21,  that  is  ten  fewer  deaths  than  took  place 
during  1907.  The  respective  rates  of  the  infant  mortality  for  the  two  years  are  : 
1908 — 60.52;  1907 — 90.09.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is  86.34.  Of 
the  21  deaths  which  occurred  during  1908,  3  were  caused  by  Whooping  Cough, 
2  by  Premature  Birth,  2  by  Congenital  Defects,  4  by  Convulsions,  2  by  Bronchitis, 

2  by  Diarrhoea,  and  3  by  “Other  Causes”  not  mentioned  in  the  official  classified 
headings.  There  are  also  single  cases  of  death  from  Tuberculous  Meninigtis, 
Erysipelas,  and  Pneumonia. 

The  average  number  of  deaths  of  infants  during  the  last  10  years  has  been 
32.2  per  annum. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year 
1908,  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages,  was  173,  and  out  of  this  number  98  deaths 
were  of  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards.  32  people  died  between  the  ages 
of  70  and  80,  37  between  80  and  90,  and  9  between  90  and  97. 

In  comparing  the  year  1908  with  the  previous  twelve  months,  we  find  there 
were  not  any  deaths  from  measles,  whereas  1907  there  were  10  deaths  from  this 
cause.  In  1908  Whooping  Cough  claimed  4  victims  against  o  in  1907.  During 
1908  there  were  only  4  Influenza  deaths  against  6,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  caused 

5  deaths,  being  1  less  than  in  1907.  Cancer  caused  only  9  deaths  as  against  16  in 
1907.  There  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  Pneumonia  this  year  showing  only  5 
as  against  13  in  the  preceding  year,  but  Bronchitis  on  the  other  hand  shows  a  rise  of 

6  from  14  to  20  deaths.  There  were  in  1908  only  2  Premature  Births,  both  in  the 
district  of  Silverton,  In  1907  there  were  7  Premature  Births.  There  is  a  small 
decline  in  deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  viz.,  28  instead  of  31.  The  deaths  which  come 
under  the  heading  “Other  Tubercular  Diseases”  number  5,  and  is  the  same  for 
both  years. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  (taken  as  including  deaths  as  follows  :  Erysipelas  1,. 
Croup  1,  Puerperal  Fever  1,  Diarrhoea  4)  was  much  lower  than  in  1907  when  it  was 
.789.  In  1908  it  was  .460.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  Birth-rate  for  1908  was  22.83,  which  although  still  much  below  the  ten 
year  average  of  24.18  still  is  sufficient  to  show  a  marked  improvement  over  the 
Birth-rate  of  1907  which  was  only  21.44. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1908  was  only  22,  being  a 
decrease  of  2  from  the  number  of  notifications  received  in  1907.  The  cases  for  this 
year  were  divided  as  follows :  Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup)  10, 
Erysipelas  3,  Scarlet  Fever  8,  and  Puerperal  Fever  1. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  there  has  not  been  anything  of  the  nature  of 
an  epidemic  in  any  part  of  the  District,  the  10  notifications  of  Diphtheria  being 
isolated  cases,  which  appeared  in  various  locations  and  at  different  dates  in  the  year,, 
and  were  able  to  be  controlled  before  there  was  any  spread  of  the  disease. 


HOUSES  OP  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 


Before  any  newly-built  House  can  be  occupied,  a  certificate  of  its  fitness  for 
habitation  must  be  obtained  from  the  Council,  the  said  certificate  only  being  granted 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

As  a  general  rule  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  space  about  the  houses,  and  the 
spirit  of  cleanliness  is  being  inculcated  in,  and  also  enforced  on  the  inhabitants. 

Unfortunately  in  some  localities  of  the  District,  there  is  a  great  deficiency  of 
Cottage  Property,  which  of  course  tends  to  overcrowding.  There  is  a  great  want  of 
three  or  four-roomed  cottages  throughout  the  whole  District. 

During  the  year  there  has  only  been  one  case  of  overcrowding  and  this  has 
been  remedied.  In  the  previous  year  five  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 

Certificates  have  been  granted  for  15  new  houses. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  [908  the  supply  of  water  has  been  sufficient  in  all  parts 
of  the  District. 

In  Bradninch,  the  old  mains  have  been  replaced  by  a  new  system  of  3-inch 
distributing  mains  which  has  stopped  the  loss  which  formerly  occurred  through 
leakage  from  the  old  pipes. 

The  town  of  Bradninch  and  the  village  of  Silverton  receive  their  water 
supplies  from  reservoirs,  constructed  in  the  vicinity. 

The  rest  of  the  District  depends  upon  wells  and  springs  for  its  water  supply, 
and  these  have  proved  sufficient  for  all  requirements  during  the  year. 

In  1908,  five  new  wells  have  been  sunk  in  the  District. 

The  water  in  the  well  at  Willand  School  has  been  found  to  be  impure. 
Steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  a  pure  supply  of  water. 

SEWERAGE. 

Messrs  Willcox  and  Raikes,  of  Birmingham,  are  at  present  engaged  in 
preparing  plans  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  at  Bradninch. 

The  Sewerage  Works  at  Thorverton  are  working  satisfactorily. 

The  Broad  Irrigation  System  is  working  well  at  Uffculme. 

The  work  of  re-modelling  the  Silverton  Boys’  School  is  still  in  hand.  This 
was  found  to  be  necessary,  as  the  state  of  the  school  buildings,  and  especially  the 
sanitary  arrangements  was  formerly  most  unsatisfactory. 

New  sewers  have  been  constructed  in  Halberton  and  Silverton. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 


In  the  principals  streets  in  Cullompton,  the  house  refuse  is  removed  by  the 
town  scavenger  each  day,  and  in  the  less  important  streets,  bi-weekly. 

In  Bradninch  the  scavenger  removes  the  house  refuse  once  a  week. 

In  all  other  parts  of  the  District  this  duty  has  to  be  seen  to  by  the  occupants 
of  the  houses. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Cadeleigh  School  was  closed  for  14  days  from  the  4th  of  April  on 
account  of  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough. 

The  school  at  Morebath  was  closed  for  14  days  from  October  4th,  as  some 
cases  of  Scarlet  Feyer  (2)  were  notified  of  children  attending  the  School.  On  the 
school  being  closed  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  not  any  system  of  notification  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
either  compulsory  or  voluntary,  in  operation  in  the  District,  nor  is  there  any  hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  this  nature,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  District. 

The  District  Council  has  made  the  offer  to  the  public  to  disinfect  any  house 
where  a  death  has  occurred  from  Phthisis,  but  up  to  the  present  no  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  offer. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  marked  fall  in  the  number  of 
deaths  caused  by  Tuberculosis,  shown  as  follows  : 


Year. 

1901 

•  •  • 

Phthisis. 

14 

Other  Tub.  Diseases. 

3 

Total. 

U 

1902 

16 

4 

20 

I9°3 

IO 

8 

18 

1904 

13 

5 

18 

1905 

8 

3 

I  I 

1906 

8 

...  2 

IO 

1907 

6 

5 

I  I 

1908 

5 

5 

IO 

MILK. 

The  supply  of  milk  throughout  the  District  is  generally  considered  to  be 
good  and  sufficient,  but  no  samples  have  been  tested  to  ascertain  whether  they 
harbour  tubercle  bacilli. 

A  special  Inspection  was  made  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water  supply,  air 
space,  cleanliness  and  general  character  of  the  Dairies  of  the  District  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Act  of  1899,  and  farmers  and 
dairymen  have  been  fully  instructed  as  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  order. 


FOOD. 


The  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Local  Police  Authorities. 

The  District  Council  has  passed  an  Order  to  enforce  the  Registration  of  all 
Slaughter-houses,  but  there  is  no  organised  system  of  inspection  of  the  meat  sold 
in  the  District.  There  have  not  been  any  carcases,  nor  parts  of  carcases  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

All  Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  Milkshops,  Factories  and  Workshops  in 
the  District  have,  upon  inspection,  been  found  to  be  clean  and  properly  carried  on. 

Under  the  heading  of  “  Food,”  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  the 
suggesbon  I  made  in  1903  as  follows: — “As  now-a-days  so  many  mothers  are 
either  unable  or  unwilling  to  suckle  their  off-spring,  I  believe  it  would  be  advisable 
to  have  cards  or  circulars  printed,  and  distributed  to  parents  at  the  time  of  the 
registration  of  a  birth,  each  such  card  to  state  plainly  the  advantage  the  child 
derives  from  its  mother’s  nursing,  and  at  the  same  time  a  few  simple  directions 
should  be  given  as  to  the  best  methods  of  artificial  feeding,  to  be  used  in  cases 
where  this  may  be  found  to  be  a  necessity.  Under  the  present  ignorance  displayed 
in  the  feeding  of  young  and  delicate  children,  the  surprise  is  not  that  the  deaths  are 
so  many  but  rather  that  they  are  so  few.” 


MIDWIVES’  ACT. 

There  are  sixteen  Nurses  registered  under  this  Act.  Their  registers  and 
appliances  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  generally  found  to  be  in  good  order. 
Of  these  Nurses,  five  belong  to  the  Devon  County  Nursing  Association,  and  their 
registers  are  always  up-to-date,  while  their  bags  are  kept  clean  and  tidy.  It  seems 
to  be  quite  impossible  to  teach  some  of  the  older  women  the  value  of  antiseptics, 
and  though  kept  in  their  bags  it  is  doubtful  if  they  are  used  in  practice.  All  the 
women  are  clean  in  their  dress  and  their  houses  in  good  sanitary  condition. 


METHOD  OF  DEALING  WITH  NUISANCES. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  and  advises  the  responsible  persons  as  to  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance.  If  his  recommendations  are  not  carried  out,  the  matter 
is  then  reported  to  the  Council. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Tiverton  Rural  District,  working  in  conjunction  with  the  1  own  of 
Tiverton,  maintains  an  Isolation  Hospital.  The  results  obtained  in  the  working  ot 
this  Hospital  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital  during  the  past  year  was  six.  None  of  these  cases  terminated  fatally. 


DISINFECTION. 


The  disinfection  of  infected  premises  has  been  effected  by  Ligner’s  Disin¬ 
fecting  Apparatus,  the  disinfectant  used  being  Formaldehide. 

Clothing  and  bedding  have  been  disinfected  by  the  Steam  Apparatus  belonging 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  District  Council  has  adopted  the  Building  Bye-laws,  with  slight 
modifications  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  locality.  These  are  to  be  applied  to 
new  buildings  being  erected  in  the  District. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  has  been  taken  over  in  Rural 
Districts  by  a  special  whole-time  officer  who  has  been  appointed  for  this  duty  by  the 
Devon  County  Council. 

House-to-House  Visitation  has  been  carried  out,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  throughout  the  District. 

There  are  not  any  Offensive  Trades  in  the  District. 

There  is  not  any  Common  Lodging-House  in  the  District. 

All  Factories  in  the  District  have  been  provided  with  Fire  Escapes  in 

accordance  with  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  of  1901. 

There  has  been  built  in  Cullompton,  by  Messrs.  Heathcoat  and  Co.,  a  large 
new  workroom,  as  a  lace-mending  room.  Fire-exits  are  being  provided,  and  slight 
defects  in  the  drainage  are  being  remedied. 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Birth  Rate 

21.71  — 

21.44  — 

22.83 

Death  Rate 

11.64 

14.27  — 

11.38 

Infant  Mortality 

45.45  — 

95.09  — 

60.52 

Zymotic  Death-rate  . . . 

.526  — 

.789  — 

.460 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  attached  hereto. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  R.  R.  POLLOCK, 


M.O.H.  Tiverton  Rural  District. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  ‘REPORT 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 


To  the  Tiverton  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  summary  of  the  Sanitary  Work  carried  out 
during  the  past  year. 

BRADNINCH. 

Water  Supply. — The  laying  of  the  new  three-inch  distributing  mains  has 
been  completed  during  the  past  year.  Stop-cocks  have  also  been  fixed  on  house 
services  not  previously  supplied  with  the  same. 

This  work  has  greatly  improved  the  supply ;  owing  however  to  the  great 
waste  through  carelessness  and  defective  fittings,  the  service  has  not  been  so 
constant  as  we  expected,  the  minimum  yield  of  the  springs  having  exceeded 
20  gallons  per  head  daily.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  check  this  waste  by  inspection, 
and  notifying  defaulters. 

A  set  of  Regulations  are  being  considered,  which  if  adopted,  will  enable  the 
Council  to  keep  a  control  over  house  services,  as  standards  of  weight  of  pipes, 
quality  of  fittings,  and  various  other  details  are  clearly  specified.  These  arrange¬ 
ments  will  in  all  probability  ensure  a  constant  supply  throughout  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal — Messrs.  Willcox  and  Raikes,  Engineers, 
of  Birmingham,  have  received  instructions  from  this  Council  to  prepare  a  scheme. 

Levels  have  been  taken,  and  plans  are  being  prepared. 

House  Drainage,  &c. — Mr.  Stubb' s  Cottages ,  End  Street. — A  new  section 
of  drain  has  been  constructed. 

Church  Sunday  School. — New  offices  and  drainage. 

Back  Street,  Mr.  Hawkins'  Premises. — New  drain. 

Various  other  defective  drains  have  been  repaired. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. — A  suitable  dumping  place  has  been  acquired, 
and  arrangements  made  to  provide  a  horse  and  cart  to  collect  the  refuse  weekly. 
This  has  abated  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  accumulation  of  rubbish  in  courts  and  yards. 

Overcrowding. — A  case  which  occurred  at  Hele  was  dealt  with,  and  the 
nuisance  abated. 


BUTTERLEIGH. 


Miss  Bray1  s  Cottages. — Privy  converted  to  earth-closet,  gulley  trap  fixed,  and 
defective  drain  made  good. 

CADELEIGH. 

Cadeleigh  Court. — Privy  converted  to  water-closet,  and  new  drainage 
constructed. 

Cadeleigh  Schools. — New  offices  and  drainage. 

Mr.  Prince' s  Cottage.  — New  closet  and  drainage,  old  well  re-opened,  cleaned 
out  and  pump  fixed. 

CULLOMPTON. 

Sewerage. — The  public  sewers  are  working  satisfactorily,  and  there  is  no 
nuisance  at  the  Outfall,  where  the  sewage  after  passing  through  a  Resolving  Tank, 
is  disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation 

House  Drainage,  &c. — Half  Moon  Hotel. — New  drainage  for  stabling  and  yard. 

Wood  Mill. — Two  new  closets  and  new  drain. 

Higher  Street ,  Mr.  Barnard' s  Cottages. — New  closets  and  drainage. 

Duck  Street ,  Mr.  White's  Cottage. — New  closet  and  drainage. 

Fore  Street ,  Mr.  Chas.  Reynold' s  Premises. — New  closets  and  drainage. 

High  Street ,  Mr.  Coffin' s. — New  closet  and  drainage. 

Middle  Mill  Lane. — Mr  Labdon' s  Cottage. — New  closet  and  drainage. 

New  Street ,  Messrs.  Granger ,  Mingo  and  others. — New  drainage. 

Messrs.  Fox  Bros.  Factory. — Fire  exits  have  been  provided,  and  more  efficient 
ventilation  for  the  workrooms. 

Messrs.  Heathcoat  and  Co.'s  Lace  Mending  Rooms. — The  old  rooms  in  the 
New  Cut  have  been  closed  and  new  and  more  commodious  premises  have  been 
erected  in  the  Exeter  Road. 

Water  Supply. — A  number  of  samples  of  water  have  been  taken,  and 
several  wells  have  been  cleaned  out. 

HALBERTON. 

Sewerage. — A  large  pit  near  Townsend  House,  into  which  the  sewage  from 
a  number  of  houses  was  discharged,  has  been  filled  in,  and  a  section  of  old  stone 
sewer  which  was  very  defective,  replaced  by  a  nine-inch  socket  pipe  sewer  properly 
jointed  in  cement.  This  work  has  abated  a  long-standing  nuisance. 

Outfall  Sewers  to  the  Sewage  Meadow. — These  were  recently  choked  owing  to 
insufficient  flushing.  Arrangements  have  now  been  made  with  the  Scavenger  to 
periodically  flush  them,  and  also  to  clean  out  the  Grit  Chamber  of  the  Resolving 
Tank;  this  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  nuisance.  It  would  however,  be 
advisable,  to  carry  the  effluent  discharge  pipe  further  down  the  meadow,  as  it  is  at 
present  near  the  Church  Path. 

House  Drainage,  &c. — Mr.  T.  Chave. — New  water-closet  and  drainage. 

Rock  Hoiise. — New  closet  and  drainage. 

Tucker' s  Farm. — New  pigsties  and  drainage. 

Cot  Farm. — New  drainage. 

Ivy  House  Dairy. — New  pigsties  and  drainage. 


KENTISBEARE. 


Bishop's  Farm. — New  pigsties  and  drainage. 
Glimster’s  Dairy. — New  water  supply. 


MOREBATH. 

Whitehall. — New  closet  and  drainage. 

Chilpark  Cottages. — New  drainage. 

Warmore  Cottages. — Closets  re-constructed. 

SAMPFOR  D  PEVERELL. 

Higher  Town. — Defective  sewer  made  good. 

Tower  Town ,  Mr.  Fewing’s  Cottages. — New  closets  and  drains. 

Wai/s  and  Strays  Home. — New  closets,  lavatories,  offices,  and  drainage 
throughout. 


SILVERTON. 

Sewerage. — The  system  of  sewerage  throughout  is  working  satisfactorily. 

A  new  section  of  six- inch  socket  pipe  sewer,  to  replace  one  constructed  with 
common  pipe,  has  been  laid  through  Mr.  Savery’s  garden. 

House  Drainage,  &c. — P enstone  Farm. — Closet  re-constructed,  drains 
re-laid,  pump  well  cleaned  out. 

Potindsland  Farm. — New  water-closet  and  drainage. 

The  P/awthorns. — New  offices  and  drainage. 

Mr.  Pridham  s. — New  pigsties,  slaughterhouse,  stable  and  drainage. 


THORVERTON. 


Sewerage. — The  sewers  are  working  well  throughout. 

Out/all  Works. — It  was  found  necessary  to  clear  out  one  of  the  filters;  this 
was  done  and  the  filter  re-filled  with  broken  stone  and  chipping,  and  a  six-inch 
drain  was  constructed  to  pass  the  overflow  through  the  Resolving  Tank,  before 
discharging  into  the  irrigation  gutter.  The  installation  is  now  working  very 
satisfactorily. 

The  Automatic  Flushing  Tanks  are  in  good  order. 

The  Caretaker  has  carried  out  his  duties  well. 


UFFCULME. 


Sewerage. — The  works  throughout  are  in  good  condition.  The  Automatic 
Flushing  Tank  in  Kitwell  Street,  has  been  fitted  with  a  new  internal  tube,  and  is 
now  working  well. 

i 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Messrs.  Furze  and  Co.  to  provide  a 
supply  of  water  for  the  Flushing  Tank  in  High  Street. 

House  Drainage,  &c. — Mr.  Crease ,  The  Square. — Extension  of  drains. 

Water  Supply. — Messrs.  Furze  and  Co.’s  Brewery. — A  bore  well  has  been 
sunk  to  a  depth  of  724  feet,  chiefly  in  clay.  The  yield  of  water  has,  as  yet,  only 
been  approximately  ascertained. 

Mr.  William’s  New  Slaughterhouse. — A  new  well  has  been  sunk  and  a 
pump  fixed. 

Chapel  Hill ,  Mrs.  Curwood' s  Cottages. — A  well  has  been  re-opened,  the  water 
analysed,  and  a  pump  fixed. 

“ Newton’s Miss  Nott. — Well  sunk  to  a  greater  depth. 

UPLOWMAN. 

Sweeting’s  Farm. — New  offices  and  drainage,  new  well  sunk  and  pump  fixed. 

WILLAND. 

Drainage,  &c. —  Willand  School. — Lavatories,  offices  and  drains  have  been 
re-constructed.  The  well  has  been  cleaned  out  and  sunk  deeper,  a  lift  and  force 
pump  fixed  and  water  laid  on  to  the  lavatories.  The  water,  is  however,  impregnated 
with  sewage  matter,  and  unfit  for  drinking ;  it  is  used  only  for  flushing  purposes. 

Blackdown  Cottage. — New  offices  and  drainage. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Bradninch  and  Silverton  have  each  a  public  supply,  the  rest  of  the  District 
is  supplied  by  shallow  wells,  pumps,  and  overflowing  springs. 

These  supplies  are  fairly  wholesome,  but  in  some  cases  the  water  is  somewhat 
discoloured  during  heavy  rains. 

SILVERTON  WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  constant  supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

With  one  exception,  no  private  house  supplies  are  granted  ;  the  Town  being 
supplied  by  public  stand  pipes. 

New  wells  have  been  sunk  at  Cullompton,  Silverton,  Uffculme  and  Willand. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

Fifty-eight  samples  have  been  taken,  twenty-six  of  which  were  found  unfit  for 
use,  some  of  these  have  been  dealt  with  satisfactorily.  Several  of  the  polluted 
samples  were  taken  from  the  lower  part  of  Cullompton,  where  the  water  bearing- 
gravels  into  which  these  shallow  wells  are  sunk,  is  charged  more  or  less  with, 
deleterious  matter. 

At  present  persons  affected  obtain  their  drinking  water  from  other  wells. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Certificates  have  been  granted  for  fifteen  new  houses. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  thirty  Bakehouses  in  the  District,  none  of  which  are  underground ; 
they  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  found  to  be  kept  clean,  and  whitewashed  in 
accordance  with  the  Act. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  twenty-three  of  these  They  are  registered,  and  are  kept  clean 
and  in  good  condition. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  fifty-five  registered  Dairies.  These  are  kept  clean  and  in  fair 
condition. 

Farmhouse  Dairies. — These  are  in  some  cases  used  as  larders.  Separators 
having  come  into  general  use,  much  less  dairy  accommodation  is  required.  Much 
of  the  milk  is  taken  direct  to  the  Butter  Factory. 

Cowsheds. — I  have  made  numerous  inspections  since  the  Regulations  came 
into  force. 

The  drainage  of  the  Cowsheds  and  Farm  Courts  in  many  instances  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Owners  and  occupiers  have  been  notified ;  many 
improvements  have  been  made,  and  the  work  is  still  proceeding. 

PIGSTIES. 

Several  new  Pigsties  have  been  built  to  replace  those  connected  with 
Cowsheds,  and  adjoining  Dwelling-houses. 

OVERCROWDING. 

One  case  only  has  occurred  during  the  year,  this  nuisance  was  abated. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 


There  are  none  in  the  District. 


HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  whole  of  these  are  kept  in  good  condition.  As  reported  above,  sanitary 
alterations  have  been  carried  out  at  Cadeleigh  and  Willand. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Sanitary  arrangements  and  ventilation  are  satisfactory ;  there  is  no  over¬ 
crowding,  and  suitable  means  of  escape  are  provided  in  case  of  fire. 

WORKROOMS. 

Numerous  inspections  have  been  made ;  there  is  no  overcrowding,  they  are 
kept  clean,  and  well  ventilated. 

OIJT- WORKERS. 

Messrs.  Heathcoat  and  Co.  are  the  only  employers  of  Out  workers  in  the 
District.  This  is  in  connection  with  their  Lace  Mending  Rooms  at  Cullompton. 

Seventeen  Out-Workers  were  employed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but 
during  the  latter  part  no  work  was  given  out.  The  workers  homes  were  inspected 
and  found  to  be  clean  and  satisfactory. 

BUILD ING  BYE-LAWS. 

Bye-laws  have  been  adopted,  and  Plans  for  all  New  Buildings  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Twenty-two  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year;  a  reduction  of  two  as 
compared  with  the  year  1907. 

Disinfection  has  in  all  cases  been  carried  out. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  has  been  properly  carried  out  through  the  District. 

FIRE  BRIGADES. 

Bradninch. — Manual  and  Appliances. 

Cullompton. — Two  Manuals  and  Appliances. 

«» 

Sampford  Peverell. — Small  Manual  and  Appliances. 

Silverton. — Manual  and  Appliances. 

The  Apparatus  throughout  is  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  various  Brigades 
periodically  drilled. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

ROBT.  ELLIS,  M.I.  Mun.  E., 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


